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Deaur Mark:

In an effort to assist the Rochester-Genesee Regional Transperiation Authority (RGRTA) in
progressing the Renaissance Square Center Project (Projget) the Federal Transit admlmstrauan
(FTA) is responding to the three questions raiscd by the JlGRTA) in the July 13™ letter to this
office.

1. Would a change to the Project to 2xclude the Staéng Parcel require the FTA and RGRTA to
undertake additional environmental analysis?

o Any change lo the project, including the exclusion of the Siaging Parcel, will require a re-
evaluation of the project under NEPA, In order for FTA io deiermine what level of a ra-
evaluation will be required RGRTA must submil (ne following:

o A dascription of the proposed change to the project in addition to what will change in
the existing documeni along with an analysis of potential impacis that could occur as
a result of the change, any condemnation that may no longer occur, any mitigation
meusures that will no longer or new ones that will he required, and what parcels will
or will not be affected.

¢ RGRTA will alyo be expacred to contact any reioyree agencies having an inferest in potential
changes to the project. For example, if the new staging area or potential redesign yf'the
project were lo affect historic properties in the arga, 1he New Fork State Historic
Preservation Qfficer will be asked to consider if such changes generate an adverse sffect 1o
any of the properiies,

environmental analysis in a time framc that would make possible the preservation of the

2. If'so, is there any way that RGRTA and the FTA %;culd complste that additional
federal grant funds that are scheduled to axpire onl September 30, 20007
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FTA requires that grantees anticipating the receipt of federal funds by September 30, 2009
rmust submit a complete gran: applicatipn by July 24, 2009. As the completed NEPA action is
part of a complete application it will depend on what level of a NEPA re-evaluation is
required and completed and receiving an FTA d’eﬂarmmartrm on the re-evaluation prigr lo
assigning a grani number in the TEAM system,

operating under and, in particular:
a. Whether DOL review can take up to 64 2
b. Whether TEAM is scheduled 1o be closed on or about September 30;
¢. Whether there is a possibility that the expiring funds will be available after September
30 if the grants are not obligated by the FTA by the ime TEAM closes.

Hava we been accuratcly describing the tire cui-nlms that both the FTA and RGRTA are

The DOL review can rake up to 64 days. FTA hag indicated to our grantees thal TEAM will
likely be shut down by September 25, 2009 thus, the need to have a complete application in
by July 24" Finally, as you are aware those funds designated for specific Bus Program
prajects remain available for obligation for three fiscal years—which includes the fiscal year
in which the emount is made available or appropriated plus two additional years. Bus and
Bus-Related Facilities funds not obligated in a FTA grant for their original purpose by the
end of this period will generally be made avnic'ablltfor other projects. As such FTA does not
have the authority to preserve funds that are scheduled to lapse at the end of their final year
af eligibiiify.

Please contact James Goveia of my statf at 212~668-2323 with any additional questions.

Sincerely,
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